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SUBJECT : Possible Utilization of New Soviet Transport in Expansion of
Bloc Airlines

A recent civil air line agreement between Aeroflot and Air Franoe
cstablished Prague as the exchange point o Mosoow to Paris flights.and gives
CSA (Czechoslovakien Adir Lines) & share in the 6 weekly flights between’ Paris
and Prague, 3/ A second civil air agreement is being promoted by KIXN for an
Amsterdam-Dusseldor{-Prague service to the Middle East, jé_[;ﬁk will undoudbb-
edly roquost rociprocity if this agreement is oonsummated. )

COMMENT: If CSA i8 to attempt %o expand its airline network to include Paris,
Amsterdem, and other points it will need ah improved transport to 'compete ef-
fectively with non-bloo airlines. The ourrent first line transport of the
Bloc airlines, the Soviet Il~12, has provon very unsatisfactory. It is under-
powored, has developed stability problems, and has been subject %o wing fail-
ures, The lack of power and resulting modifioations ocaused a drastio reduo-
tion in the cargo capacity of the airoraft and lowersd the passenger ocapacity
from 32 to 18 persons, greatly reducing its commercial effectiveness, 6

CSA attempted to cancel further IL-12 .orders from the USSR in 1960
and revert to its U.S.-built transporta; however, the USSR frustrated this
nove by refusing spare parts for the U.S. ailroraft, CSA aoquisition of spars
parts and new aircreft from the West was almost eliminated by the export con-
trol phase of the joint US-UK Satellite aviation policy adopted in 1949. 86/

The IL-14 could put CSA on a par with non-bdloo airlines since it
i5 believed tn ba an {mprovemant over the IL-12 and probably overcomes its
faults, the aircraft / orobably began serles
production at Factory #84 in Tashkent early in 1964, _/ Significantlv. it
is not believed to be in commercial use within the USSR an yet.
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Prague in May oould well be -intended for pilot and meohanic i‘nmiliarization
in preparation for its commercisl utilization.

) CSA could use this siroraft as the iuatrum'ent'ror regaining part
of its former network. The airline has experienced a progressive reduction
in its external operaticns since March 1948, partially as a rosult of US-UK’
Satellite aviation policy. In addition, the lack of a suitable transport.: -
foroed the suspension of the very important Prague-Lydda route to the }ﬁddl
East in Uay 1949, since Greece had withdramn landing and transit rights.
CSA did not have an airoraft suitable for the resulting overflight to Lyd
8/ In 1951 denial to CSA of overflights of the U. B, Zone Germany, as préé
sure in connection with the Oatis ocase, and the cancellation ‘ef the Lond
Prague air services by the UK further reduced the network. Finally, the!
1iverate Dutoh, Belgian and French delays in servioing requests for air righ ]
by CSA left the airline with a flight. to the Scandinavian oou.ntrios as its
only route reaching outside the Blooc. _9_/ i

The recent air agreement with Mr Frence and the prospeotive d
ment with KIM portend a reversal of CSA's fortunes. Yet, it i8 obvious
to make the maximum use of those opportunities for expansion a batter al
craft than the IL-12 will be required; it is believed that ,the I1-14 me, £i1
this requirement.
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